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FURTHER SEMINARY REORGANIZATION 


I reported in the November 5 Bulletin my puzzlement over the way that the Hsinhua News 


Agency spoke of Chia Yu-ming’s Seminary in Shanghai as though it were a new school, The 
August 20 Tien Feng clears up this question, There has been another combination of seminaries, 
this time of three schools which apparently were all in Shanghai. They are Chia Yu-ming’s 
Spiritual Training College, a school called the China Christian Preachers’ Training Institute, 
and the Grace (Hwaien) Extension Seminary. A fourth school, the Shanghai Bible Institute may 


enter the union later, 


The Board of Managers of the reorganized school consists of: Chu Kwei-sheng, Superinten- 
dent of the Ling Kung churches, Chairman; Li Chu-wen, Pastor of Shanghai Community Church, 
pp rain. Wang Chi-fa, Secretary; other members are: Chia Yu-ming, Chiao Wei-chen, 


p Kaung, Rev. Hsieh Yung-ch’in, Rev. Ch’*ing-ts’ai, Yu Chih-chai, Chou Fu-ch’in, 
Pao-t*ien, Chen Hwei-chen, Hou Wei-wen, Yang Shao-t’ang (Shanghai Little Flock pastor, 
not from Peking as stated on page 4 of the November 5 Bulletin), Ku Ya-yuin. The school ad- 
ministration now consists of Chia Yu-ming, Principal, Chiao Wei-chen and Ch’i Ch’ing-ts’ai 


Vice-principals, and Yang Shao-t’ang, Dean, 


Four courses are offered; a four year course for high school graduates, a three year course 
for college graduates, a lay training course for voluntary workers in the Shanghai churches, and 
a one year refresher course for pastors and Bible women. 


A letter dated October 10, 1956, from a Christian in Shanghai, comments on the above 
reorganization as follows: ‘*The Bible Schools are now all one, This has made great changes 
in Pastor Chia Yu-ming’s school, and there is a good deal of diversity of opinion among his pres- 
ent and past students, There are some very earnest young people there.’ 


HROMADKA ON CHINA 


Prof. J. L. Hromadka, of Czechoslovakia, has published in English a little brochure en- 
titled The Church and Theology in Today's Troubled Times. A chapter of 34 pages is devoted 
to **The Problem of China,’* a discussion based on his visit to that country in March and April 
of this year, (See Bulletins for April 16 and 30.) He treats the problem under three main head- 
ings: Chinese Liberation; Our Churches in China; and Chinese Brethren and Ecumenical Work, 


Dr. Hromadka is widely known as a theol »gical spokesman for the point of view of the 
Communist regime in the various countries of Central Europe, and so his picture of the churches 


in China will be expected ie the same line of thinking. 


Under the first heading he discusses the political situation and concludes that the present 
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regime has the overwhelming support of the people. He says, *‘Among the Chinese brethren | 
did not meet a single (I repeat; not a single) theologian, pastor or layman, with a hostile or even 
reserved attitude to contemporary events in China,** He goes on to warn the West against think- 
ing that **communism advances and succeeds by force, intrigues, clever propaganda and cunning 
methods.** It is not, he says, the result of **some kind of concealed conspiratorial center which 
wants to rule the world.’* ‘*Communism succeeds by taking the socialist reconstruction of society 
seriously, and it attains the status of a historical power because the anti-communists have lost 


initiative and perspective.’*’ 


Under the second heading he reports that church leaders in China feel freer now than before 
liberation, - that is, that their liberation from all mission board control is more meaningful for 
them than, and more than offsets, any coercion imposed upon them by the present government. 
**The very term ‘missionary strategy’ makes them shudder and awakers unpleasant recollections 


of a sad past.** 


The various denominations are moving cautiously toward union, About 70 denominations 
were represented at the Peking Conference in March, and most of them recognize the necessity 
for ultimate union, But they think the time is not yet ripe. They want several years more of 
close and intimate fellowship in common tasks before they embark upon organic unification, 


Under the third heading he discusses the World Council of Churches, He was surprised by 
the intensity and decisiveness of their mistrust of the Council, ‘‘It is regarded as a Western 
church organization, whose activities and especially decisions on international, social and po- 
litical matters are determined by Western interest and Western mentality.’’ He goes on to list 
three points in which this mistrust is shown, First, the agreement of the Council’s Central Com- 
mittee at Toronto in July 1950 with the “‘police action’* of the United Nations in Korea has con- 
vinced the Chinese brethren that the Central Committee ‘**made its important decision under the 
pressure of American politics, revealing a serious lack of inner freedom.** Dr. Hromadka agrees 
with the Chinese brethren, and states that in that action the Council ‘‘lost much of its moral 
prestige.** Secondly they are disappointed that the World Council has not spoken up for the ri 
of Communist China to a place in the United Nations, They call it ‘tan almost grotesque situ 
ation; the public opinion of the world is recognizing to an ever greater extent not only the po- 
litical, but also the moral right of People’s China to the place she is entitled to, while the 
World Council of Churches is unable to utter a single word.** Finally they criticize the World 
Council as a static organization, standing idle, not able to interpret the immense changes that 
have taken place since its organization in 1948. ‘‘In the collective work of the World Council 
of Churches there still is little understanding of the fact that communism is fundamentally a 
theoretically well-founded attempt at controlling the social disintegration which is occurring 
throughout the world and which cannot be coped with by the forms of capitalist organization.’’ 


Dr. Hromadka concludes by saying that this criticism does not mean that the Chinese 
brethren take a negative attitude toward cooperation with Western churches, Actually, they 
**yearn for cooperation and friendship with other Christians, and especially with those from whom 
they have temporarily parted.** Nor does it mean that they consider themselves to have reached 
the ultimate truth. ‘*On the contrary, they want to present the principles and results of their 
spiritual struggle for discussion on the ecumenical basis. 


I have given Dr. Hromadka’s viewpoints in some detail, since the book from which they 
are taken is published in Prague and is not, so far as I know, available in the United States. 


NGHAI LETTER 

A letter from a Christian in Shanghai, dated October 10, 1956, has a number of items of 
interest. ‘“‘A couple of weeks ago we heard a report that Rev. and Mrs. Wang Ming-tao were 
released. This report has now been definitely confirmed. Last Friday there was an official tea- 
party to which about 300 Christians were invited. They were told of the release of Wang Ming- 
tao, and that he has now ‘repented’, and they must comfort him and give him work. Yesterday 
I had a visit from some one just returned from Peking; last Sunday, the 8th of this month (evi- 
dently a slip. The preceding Sunday was the 7th.), he was at that church and saw Mrs. Wang 
and had some talk with her. She seems well, in spite of all the reports of her death. But she 
says that her husband is much depressed, and is still in great need of our prayers. There were 
constantly two with him in the cell, arguing and questioning, and he is afraid that he may 
have said something which would be contrary to his faith. Shih Tien-min and others who were 
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‘ ) The letter closes on a very somber note, ‘*The Gospel is still being preached, but it is 


n at the same time as Wang Ming-tao were released some time ago, and Shih Tien-min 
preached at the church two weeks ago. It had been very empty, but is now again crowded.”’ 


The letter goes on to comment on religious freedom, as exemplified in the treatment of 
Moslems, and then says, *‘There are certainly changes, and one continues to pray that the Gos- 
pel may yet go out freely to this people. I am told that the Christian students in at least one 
medical school are again allowed to meet. Another change is that there is a halt to the removal 
of factories from Shanghai; they say that no more are to be dismantled, So it may be that the 
colleges also will not be moved, But there is still a great effort to get people out to the north- 
west and other less cultivated parts.... 


**There is a great pressure for union. The five Christian book stores have just been united, 
the Bible House, the Sundayschool Union, the CLS, the YMCA and the Baptists, For a time they 
will remain in their present quarters,... All the churches are now under the Three-self Move- 
ment, so far as 1 know, except one, and those which have closed, There is a further movement 
to unite all the small independent churches into one, The Three-self Movement does not think 
much of conscientious scruples as to faith." 


The letter goes on to speak of the typhoons which the city had experienced during August 
and September, with the city being flooded in September as far west as Seymour Road, ‘*Two 
weeks ago there was a scientific lecture, explaining about typhoons, and saying that now they 
knew all about them, and could be prepared, and control them, and so typhoons need no longer 
be feared, The next day a tornado, such as there has not been for 300 years, struck the campus 
of the University of Shanghai (the former Baptist College). Roofs were lifted, buildings wrecked, 
trams and buses overturned, a tank weighing 22 tons was lifted into the air and carried some dis- 
tance. They say that 1,000 were injured and over 100 killed, some carried away and never 
found, It has caused great excitement, and many realize, even those who are not Christians, 


that God is speaking.*’ 


g mixed up with other things, and the churches are only about half what they were in num- 
bers, and the quality is much less than half, Some are afraid to go; some do not want politics | 
in sermons, they can get that elsewhere, And so the hungry sheep look up and are not fed.”” 


LI WEI-HAN ON RELIGIOUS POLICY 


Li Wei-han, head of a commission for the strengthening of the united front of the Com- 
munist Party, made a report to the Eighth National Congress which met in Peking September 15- 
30. In this report he said; 


**After the establishment of the People’s Republic, our Party and our Government, in vari- 
ous manners, proceeded with the anti-imperialist and patriotic education of the religious world; 
they helped them to rid themselves of the influence of imperialists and reactionaries; they un- 
covered and liquidated anti-revolutionaries. They thus guaranteed the patriotic liberty of the 
religious denominations and united them in the single democratic front of the people. 


**At the same time, our Party and Government have made fundamental application of 
their program of the freedom of belief, namely, the freedom: to believe or not to believe; to 
believe this religion or that religion; to believe or later to abandon one’s belief; to be without 
a creed and later to accept a religion. In this way the union between believers and non-believers 
and the union between various religious denominations have been improved. If there are those 
among the People who accept a given religion that is enough reason for us to respect their free- 
dom of belief and to protect the religion that they profess. 


**The Communist Party is materialistic and it does not believe in any religion, but it pro- 
fesses historical materialism and it understands why religion must still preserve its existence for 
a long time. It therefore adopts a long term program of freedom of religious belief.** 


The above statement sets the activities of the Three-self Movement in a somewhat differ- 


( _ flight than what we see in the Tien Feng articles. 
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